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Editorial

In the 14 years that I have been your editor I have had to write about quite a number of our members who are no longer with us. It is even harder when the person concerned is someone that I considered a friend, Alan Tanner, passed away on the 30th April after an 18 months struggle against cancer which was bravely fought. It was a testament to his popularity by the large number of people who attended his funeral; along with his family were members of Banbury Steam Society, Banbury Harriers and exhibitors from the Model tent at our rally. I have included, with permission of Sandra, the eulogy given with much sincerity by Brian Wells at the funeral. Alan became our Secretary in 1982 a job he did for ten years and he then  took on the job of Membership Secretary in 1994 which he continued to do until his death as well as running the Model Tent since 1983. In 1992 Alan’s hard work was recognised when he was awarded the Norman Bywater Trophy for services to the club. Alan will be sadly missed by all who knew him and out thoughts go to Sandra and family. 

Eulogy for Alan Tanner

The Tanner and Wells families collided on a school day trip to Weymouth about 30 years ago when our girls first started school at Middleton Cheney. We had many laughs at parent’s evenings and also learned that Alan’s hobbies were photography, railways and music. Alan at this time was working as a design draughtsman at Plessey, later on at Cramic. We joined forces by going to steam rallies all over the Midlands and the South, our girls grew up together. This eventually let to Alan joining Banbury Steam Society and in due course became Secretary. If the minutes said that you had said ‘this’ or ‘that’ then you had, such was Alan’s attention to detail. He then moved on to become Membership Secretary a post he held to the end. The Tanner family have run the model tent at the annual rally[image: image1.jpg]


 

for over 20 years, this and their commitment to Banbury Harriers continues today. We began to expand our collection, with our first organ. Alan and the family was as excited as we were, this was followed by the acquisition of an 8 wheel lorry, which Alan helped with the restoration, and subsequently becoming its driver what a challenge from a Triumph Dolomite to 12 tons, with a crash gearbox. I will never forget, as they drove onto a rally field somewhere, seeing their four grinning faces in the cab. Following redundancy from Cramic, Alan joined our small shop fitting firm as an odd job man, he was by his own admission not a tradesman. He quickly began to prove that he could do the job particularly when he was taken under the wing of a certain cockney. Remember you can always tell a cockney, you can’t tell him much but you can always tell one. Alan earned his final position as a foreman with us by his attention to detail and his ability to organise. Last Thursday whilst talking to Sandra, I glanced around the lounge at the showcases and fittings, Alan had become a tradesman. He left us with the coming of C. A. Design, he didn’t want to lose out on his earlier skills, and joined Clarkes Press Equipment. After some years he was redundant again and took a succession of small jobs. Banbury Harriers and the Steam Society connections continued. However, 18 months ago Alan was diagnosed with cancer, but remained optimistic until very recently. He underwent several courses of treatment, some very experimental, with the view that, ‘if it doesn’t help me, it might help someone.’ I know that throughout his life, especially the last 18 months, Alan valued the support of Sandra, Tracy and Lindsey and his many friends beyond words. Finally to end this tribute to Alan and his family, Id like to take you back to the 1970s to something I had forgotten about until reminded last Thursday. A steam rally at Expo Peterborough, the Red Arrows were due to make an appearance. The photographer in Alan made him search for a good position with a absence of clutter to spoil his shot. He finally decided he wanted to be on the roof of our living van and duly scrounged a ladder and positioned himself on the roof and waited. The Red Arrows came thundering over the showground with their incredible display. I don’t know if he got the picture. He ducked!

Brian Wells

April Members Meeting

John and Christine Stubbs gave an interesting look at all things miniature appertaining to dolls houses. Christine showed us a box file that had been turned into a shop with lighting and when opened was full of shelves with scent bottles made from glass beads. We were also delighted with a Flower Shop, a Hardware Shop and a Bridle Shop. A lot of the contents were made from Filo which is a kind of plastercine which goes hard when baked in the oven. Christine also knitted a lot of the outfits for the figures in her scenes using tiny needles and wool as thin as cotton so the finished articles are the correct scale and for a jumper for one of the dolls would have the same amount of stitches as for the full size one. An Orangey was also there as was a wedding marquee all set up and awaiting the bride and groom to arrive. Christine had also made a copy of the hall that her son used on his wedding day  including stained glass windows.

May Members Meeting

David Adams of Cannons Ashby House  gave us the history of the Augustinian priory which was built in 1150 and of the suppression in 1536 by Henry 8th to grab the land and of the Drydens connections through the ages. He went through each generation and explained how the house was altered and rebuilt during these times and how the last owners were living in Rhodesia and that they had rented it out. The last tenant was Louis Osman who designed the crown for Prince Charles for his coronation as the Prince of Wales in 1969. It will be interesting to look over the house in August when the club visits there.

Forthcoming Attractions 

17th July Members Meeting Tony Webster with a talk on the building of his model steam wagon.

21st August Members Meeting Our outdoor visit this year is to Canons Ashby House where we will need to be for 7pm to be able to see all there is, including the gardens. From the M40 junction 11, take the A422 (Buckingham) and after about 1 mile turn left onto B4525, after 3 miles turn left onto unclassified road signposted to Canons Ashby 5 miles passing through Morton Pinkney. Please park in the car park but there are some disabled parking spaces at the house. It is normally £7.00 entry fee but they are opening just for us and will be taking a collection while we are there so please be generous as although they are part of the National Trust they receive no direct funding from them.

Sunday 8th July The Banbury Hobby Horse fair will be taking place in the Peoples Park Banbury and we would like members to attend with exhibits if possible to promote both the club and the 2008 Rally. Anybody interested please see Chris Robinson.

7th October Road Run We have decided to hold fire on the trip to Chatom docks until April next year and we will have a second Road Run on the 7th October as it has been suggested that we would get more steamers ect at that time of year rather than April and if all goes to plan we will have the road runs in October instead of April in future.

